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A few weeks before 
Independence Day, 
I noticed a fireworks 
stand in a parking 
lot in our city. It re-
minded me of the 
many wonderful fire-
works shows I've at-
tended with my 
fami ly .  There 's 
something magical 
about those brilliant 
colors exploding 
against the dark 
sky.  
 
But there's a prob-
lem with fireworks. 
They don't last. The 
same is true of 
many of  the 
"fireworks" experi-
ences in our lives. 
We fight and strug-
gle for things that 
seem beautiful and 
alluring, but after we 
get them, their ap-
peal disappears, just 
l i k e  f i r e w o r k s . 
Maybe it's a shiny 
new car or speed-
boat. Maybe it's a 
big , impressive 
house. It might even 
be a promotion at 
work or a prestigious 
career.  

 
So many of the 
things of this world 
are like fireworks. 
They promise happi-
ness and fulfillment 
but can't deliver. TV 
commercials play 
on our emotions, 

making us believe 
that if we drive a 
certain kind of SUV 
or clean our floors 
with their super-
efficient mop, we'll 
be happy at last. 
More often than 
not, all we feel is dis-
illusioned.  
 
I f you've had 
enough of these 
"fireworks" experi-
ences and the let-

downs that follow, I 
challenge you to 
pursue the only 
thing in life that 
doesn't disappoint: 
a personal relation-
ship with Jesus 
Christ. The astound-
ing thing about lov-
ing God is that it ac-
tually gets better 
every day. Once 
you give your heart 
to Jesus, you'll have 
happiness and fulfill-
ment that lasts into 
eternity, and you'll 
never want to go 
back to "fireworks" 
experi ences again.  

Fireworks                 
by: Jack Zavada, Source Unknown  
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“Therefore if the Son sets you free, you shall be f ree indeed”  
-     John 8:36  

 

 
When the month of July comes rolling around we star t thinking about vaca-
tions, celebrations (July 4 th) for example, hopefully all those good fresh veget a-
bles that start rolling in, the fact that the HOT w eather has indeed arrived – but 
hopefully we will think about freedom on more than just one day.  
 

Certainly, our Nation should celebrate its blessing s and freedoms but it should 
extend way beyond one day. We can choose to focus o n all the negativity go-
ing on around us of course or we can choose to be t hankful in our heart that 
we have the blessing and privilege of worshiping ou r Lord and God whenever 
and however we desire.  
 

The scripture passage above however speaks of anoth er type of freedom – the 
freedom from sin. When we come to Christ and accept  Him as our Lord and 
Savior we are acknowledging that we are turning fro m sin as our master and 
turning to Christ as the Master of our lives. It’s my humble opinion that our na-
tion is a long way from the Lord God and if we don’ t change our ways I believe 
even more difficult days lie ahead.  
 

But as the church God has given us the challenge to  live out our freedom. This 
is not a license to live any old way we want or eve n just according to what we 
deem best. It’s a challenge to let Christ direct ou r steps each day: He may 
lead us to witness to someone one, to encourage som eone, to pray specifi-
cally for someone’s need, or to serve Him in the ch urch in some capacity that 
He is laying on your heart.  
 

I love our church and know that God wants us to gro w and we can if we live 
out our Christian freedom. Remember, you have been set free from sin  - and 
set free to serve and live for Christ daily.  
 
In Christ’s Love,  
 
Pastor Mark 
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“Now see that I, even I, am He, And there is no God besides Me; I kill and I make alive; I 
wound and I heal; Nor is there any who can deliver from My hand.”  (Deuteronomy 32:39  NKJV) 
 

Some of my Haitian friends continue to talk to me a bout Haitian Vodou or Vaudou  
(pronounced vodu), or as we say in America, Voodoo.   The mixing of these two re-
ligions presents a significant problem for Haiti, e specially for the Haitian Christians.  
It is not unusual to find people in the church who practice Christianity and Voodoo 
simultaneously. 

Voodoo is a mixture of beliefs that originated in W est Africa and then merged with 
some practices of Roman Catholic Christianity.  The  religion of Voodoo believes 
there is one god, but he is never involved in the a ffairs of the world.  There are also 
various other lesser deities, called Loa , who report to this greater god known as 
Bondyè.  It is these lesser deities that the people who prac tice voodoo appeal to 
for blessings, healing and protection. 

The problem for churches is that these two religion s share some 
common beliefs, but for the most part are significa ntly different.  
The lines between the differences can, and do, beco me blurred 
as they dwell together in the same church or the sa me person. 

I have become increasingly concerned about this tre nd as I 
think about this trend can have on the children.  M ost people re-
alize how much Haiti’s future depends upon her chil dren.  As you 
already know we have worked hard to build a church/ school 
building there at Gallette Chambon in order to make  it easier for 
the children to learn. 

What concerns me more and more is that our mission efforts do little to address the 
problem of the blending between Christianity and Vo odoo.  I don’t know how 
much of a problem there is at Gallette Chambon, but , in places, there is substan-
tial mixing. 

We have used the opportunity to present the “pure” Gospel to the children 
through Bible School and through preaching on a ver y limited basis.  I am not sure 
how effective our effort or the efforts of others a ffiliated with Mission To Haiti are in 
clarifying the risks associated with the blending o f these two religions.  I want to be 
sure to make it clear that this is not a failure on  Mission To Haiti’s part since distin-
guishing the difference between the two religions h as never been a part of their 
ministry plan. 

A mature Christian realizes that God is offended by  the practice of having other 
gods, but those children growing up in that environ ment will accept the practice 
as the way things are supposed to be.  I have been praying about whether we 
should do more to help Haitian pastors in those chu rches served by Mission To Haiti 
to address the problem on a more consistent basis.  I am comforted by the thought 
that our mission team has recognized the need to he lp Pastor Joel at Gallette 
Chambon complete his seminary training.  Do we need  to do more?  Pray for a 
specific answer. 

Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Haiti.  

 Remember, stay in the SONshine, Terry 
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"I praise you because 
I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made" - 
Psalm 139:14  
 
Our Bible Study les-
son for June was 
on image as an 
idol. We are often 
concerned with 
a p p e a r a n c e , 
whether it be ours 
or the appear-
ance of others. We 
judge not only on 
physical beauty, but 
material things such 
as what car you drive 
or what clothes you 
wear. We try to put 
forth an image of 

success and togeth-
erness. But God 
wants us just the way 

we are. He made us, 
so how can we argue 
that what He made 
isn't good enough 
when it is made in His 
own image? Once 
we let go of image 
bondage, we are 

free to love God and 
feel the love that He 
has for us, His crea-

tion.  
Please come join 
us Monday, July 
27th at 7:00 for our 
next meeting. We 
will be having a 
great time of fel-
lowship, Bible study 
and of course a 
delicious meal. We 

will also finalize plans 
for our Ice Cream So-
cial with the children 
from Dorthea Dix on 
August 4th. Please 
make plans to at-
tend. We would love 
to have you! 
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join us Monday, 

July 27th at 7:00 

for our next 

meeting. �
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Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.”  1 Thessalonians  5:16-18  NIV 
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