INWOOD TIDINGS
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We will be partaking

#$ % &
in the Lord’s Supper
"0 on Sunday,
December 6 during
+, % our 11:00 Worship
% (()- Service.
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% &7 @ &:?:: Tuesday, December 1:

% &' @ *?7: 4 Tour of Southern

% @ &7 # 0 Supreme Fruitcake
Factory. Plan to leave the church
at 8:00. We'll stop on the way for a

biscuit.
x 1 1*234 Tuesday, December 15 @ 11:30:
S Monthly Meeting The Morris Family
4 % ) 9 Singers will be our guests this month.
n >
(
"+ CHRISTMAS CANTATA

Sunday, December 20 at 6:00 p.m.

Join us as the choir presents
“Christmas in Jesus”

We invite you to come celebrate =
the true meaning of ' 2
Christmas with us!




= YIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word wak @ibd, and the Word was GotHe was in the
beginning with God.**And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, anteteld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, fliljace and truth.
(John 1: 1-2,14 NKJV)

The greatest act of outreach this world has ever withessed was initiated on that first Christmas when the
Son of God became flesh and dwelt among us. Scripture records that His earthly ministry was guided by
instructions given to Him by God the Father. Jesus even confirmed that the message He delivered to His
disciples, and to the world, was a message given to Him by His Father (John 17:8).

On the eve of His crucifixion when Jesus prayed for His disciples---those that followed His earthly ministry
and those that would follow throughout time --- He lifted up His face to the Father and said, “As You sent
Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.” (John 17:18). Jesus included you and me in His
prayer when He was speaking of those He was sending into the world. His intent is for us to follow His ex-
ample—to become like Him.

As we move forward in this Christmas season 20@wauld do well to remember that catchy little [gad'Jesus is
the reason for the season.” Not only is He theoedor the season, but throughout the year Heeiggason why
outreach is so important to the spiritual healtt jurney of every believer or any congregatioasu$ was sent into
the world and, as believers, we have been commisdiby Christ to take the message, the “Good Newm all of
the world. The truth is, we cannot effectivelyléoV in His footsteps or deliver the message uniggasemain in
God'’s word.

Jesus is theltimate ministry model. In the November newslettstarted a series of articles to examine sjueaif
tributes that we must adopt in order to make Jesusnodel for ministry. In the first article weamwined Jesus as
our model for prayer. This month we will examimsuJs as our model for knowing God’s Word.

2. WORD of GOD: | must feed on the Word of God everyday.

In the same way that we need the proper diet émgthen our physical bodies, we must feed on Gedisl in order
to grow spiritually strong and healthy. God’'s wasdike milk for the new believer and becomes asatfor more
mature Christians (Hebrews 5:14). Even though rheBévers would agree with that fact, it is amgzirow many
times you hear, “I just don’t have the time to stmay Bible as | would like.” There it is againhdt time thing! “I
just can't fit it in to my schedule.” It's my lifemy schedule, but somehow | an unable to findtime to be in
God’s word. This is the path to spiritual anenaé vibrancy.

Our Heavenly Father thinks we have things backwdide Bible tells us the importance that God plamestudying
His word. We are told to teach God’s messagedelitly” to your children, to talk about God’s word “wheouysit

in your house,” to meditate on it when you “walk Blye way, or when you lie down, or when you rise
up” (Deuteronomy 6: 7-9). We are to follow thelpaf Jesus and make His word a priority in ow.lif

In order for us to effectively carry the “Good Névirsto the world, we must make feeding on His wargriority. In
order for us to realize an abundant harvest fromootreach efforts, it will be necessary to make skudy of His
word a priority. “Thy word is a lamp unto my featd light unto my path (Psalm 119:105 NKJV)

We can't be like Jesus in ministry unless we understand the Father's message. The second attribute of an
effective outreach ministry is being like Jesus in knowing God'’s word.

Grow strong in the SONshine, Terry



December 2009 Spotlight om Haits

“Today your Savior was born in the town of Davice I8 Christ, the Lord.”

(Luke 2:11 NCV)
Joyeux Noél!

In Haiti Christmas is called Noél. This comes fréine French phrase "les bonnes
nouvelles," which means "the good news" and refetke gospel.

Traditionally, a few days before Christmas, Haidiasut pine branches to serve as
Christmas trees or they go to the market and gshfy cut trees brought from the mountains. Thegode them
with bright ornaments.

At the base of the Christmas tree they add a féarge nativity scene that could occupy a large pathe living
room. They depicted a cave manger, with Mary, glosbaby Jesus, the wise men, and sculptured saalreals
complete with hay or spanish moss (Bab panyol)ar(¥Haitians cannot afford trees or decorations.)

On Christmas Eve, the children place their shoagslycleaned up under the Christmas tree. Papd (Eata

Claus) was expected to put his presents in andhdrte shoes. Christmas Day was a day of a leatbhg and

drinking and singing and playing with the toys tgbtiby Papa Noél. The children might also playhveibme kind

of sparklers called "pluie d?etoiles” bought in #tere. They consisted of fireworks which setadfthousands of
little stars; the boys will be parading proudly lwiheir "fanal" at night which they mostly madertiselves.

Children of practically all ages were allowed tindranisette on Christmas Eve. Anisette is a raltaholic bever-
age prepared by soaking "anise liquor " in a sbep@it drink name ?Clairin? then sweetened witbas. Those are
a few of the Christmas traditions as reported fhitp://www.haitiwebs.com -Ehristmas Memories in Haiti

Over the years that | have traveled to Haiti, | have often wondered what Christmas in Haiti would
be like. | have read numerous articles similar the one quoted above, but most of what | have read
is inconsistent with the parts of Haiti that are familiar to me. | am more familiar with the poorer
parts of Haiti and most of these accounts sound too extravagant for people who struggle to put
food on the table every day.

This year | have been invited to travel to Haiti during Christmas 2009. | will have the opportunity
to see, firsthand, how Christmas is celebrated in Haiti. This opportunity is like a dream for me. |
cannot wait to experience it and to report back those experiences to you. More importantly, God
has opened the door for me to preach in a Haitian revival that extends from December 20 through
December 31%. | will join Pastor Brucely Delma and several Haitian preachers to bring the gospel
to southern Haiti. God is at work there and many people are coming to make professions of faith.

Let me hear from you at Haitimission@inwoodbaptist.com It is always exciting to exchange
thoughts and ideas with people who love God and the people of Haiti.

Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisteHaiti Pray for this revival and that peopldl we saved. Remember, to
stand in the SONshine, Terry



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATES

Christmas is a special time especially for children . We will be focus-
ing on sharing the wonder of Christmas in Sunday Sc  hool and Wed.
night Mission kids during the month of December.

Though it is not just a children's event, we wantt o especially invite
everyone to come and join in for our Christmas caro ling on
Wednesday, December 9 t at 7 pm. For several years, we have enjoyed singin g with the
residents at The Oaks as well as a few homes close  by. Hot chocolate and hot apple ci-
der will be waiting back at the church to warm ever yone up. Let's all cultivate a child like
heart this Christmas season as we remember the birt  h of our precious savior, Jesus.

Also, a reminder the Children’s Ministry will notb e meeting in December to allow time for
families to be together more. We will meet again on January 11 th,

May God Bless you as we remember Jesus is the Reaso n for the Season and share that at-
titude with everyone during the Season.

God Bless and Merry Christmas to All,
Children’s Ministry
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Christmas Card Exchange

In lieu of mailing your Christmas cards to fellolwurch members, we ask that
you consider 'posting’ the cards yourself in thelbwxes in the vestibule and
then donating the amount that postage would hage teour Lottie
Moon Mission offering. Please place your donafmmeach card in
an envelope in the offering plate marked Lottie M&ards.

National Goal: $175 million
Inwood’s Goal: $3,000

Week of Prayer for International Missions is NovemB9-December 6

Reaching the world with the gospel can be like wuagla jigsaw puzzle—
but with half the pieces missing.

False religions, political oppression, multipledaages, harsh living
conditions and religious persecution are some @btrriers to sharing
Christ with unreached people groups. Still, thagsitt override the Great Commission that Scripgives to all
who follow Him.

It is this challenge that compels Southern Bapt@stgo into difficult places and preach the Gospel.

CHRISTMAS
1S
JESUS

On December 20th at 6 pm the Inwood Choir will presour Cantata "Christmas is Jesus". We invite
you to come Celebrate the true meaning of Christwilsus. Be sure to invite your friends, family,
co-workers, neighbors etc.

With all the hustle and bustle of the holiday seasometimes we lose sight of the simplicity arstgikil-

ness of Christmas. Jesus offers hope and etdafedbl those who are willing to accept the Fatkagift of
love through His Son. Christmas is not about yod me - CHRISTMAS IS JESUS! May the miracle of
the Savior's birth become fresh and new in our teetlnis year as we lift Him up for all the worldgee.



