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"Glued to the Good" 
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Week of Prayer for North American Missions 
March 7-14 

Don’t forget!  Time 
changes on Saturday, 
March 13!  Move your 
clocks ahead 1 hour so 
that you’re not late for 
church! 

Family Game Night  
 

Date: Saturday, March 6 
Time: 5 pm - 7 pm  

 
FUN FOR ALL AGES! 

 
Come join us for a hot dog supper and 

a variety of board games. 
 

Bring your favorite game to play! 
 

Location:  Inwood Baptist Church  
Fellowship Hall 

3700 Lake Wheeler Road, Raleigh  
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Mark your calendars!   

 
Join us for VBS June 21-25 with 

Commencement on  
Sunday, June 27 @ 11:00 a.m. 

 
More information will follow! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Baptist Men will be host-
ing lunch for all of our College 
Students on Sunday, March 7 
immediately following worship 

service. 
 

All college students are in-
vited to attend.  We welcome 
you to bring your friends and/

or family with you! 
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1God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  2Therefore we will not fear, 
though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3though its waters 
roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.  (Psalm 46: 1-3  NIV) 

I want to share with you parts of an e-mail that I received from Bill Nealey, Jr. who just returned from Haiti 
in mid-February. 

“Thank you for your prayers during the trip to Haiti last week. We were able accomplish much, and help 
many people with food and supplies. Friday was the 1 month anniversary of the earthquake in Haiti.  Pas-
tors used this time to pause for a day of fasting and prayer.  By early Friday morning, churches began to 
gather in open areas, under trees, or in those sanctuaries that are still standing. Hymns and praises could 
be heard everywhere.  

Junior asked me to attend his church’s gathering. When we arrived, one of the lay leaders was praying. 
With great fervency, he prayed and asked the Lord to forgive Haiti of its past sins and draw the nation unto 
Himself. The people joined in with heartfelt amens and praises to the Lord.  The sincerity of everyone was 
evident.  It was truly moving.   

From there, we went downtown to see the mass gathering of people around the ruins of the Presidential 
Palace. Thousands of people had gathered to find solidarity and be resolved that this tragic event would 
not defeat Haiti, but rather, it would be the birth of a new day for a country that has suffered so much.  That 
night, we went to one of the tent cities in the area to distribute food. By flashlight, we gave food to families 
living in tents made of sticks and sheets.  

Saturday morning, we loaded our rented truck to head for the villages of Gallette Chambon and Joineau to 
deliver food.  When we got to Gallette Chambon, the families were waiting for us. One by one, members of 

each family came into the church and took their place.  We shared with them Psalms 
46:1-3 and had a word of prayer.  We let them know that many Christians are praying 
for them, and wanted to help by providing food.  As the Haitian people do at events 
like this, many were dressed in their Sunday best.  But a few of the men looked as 
though they had just come in from the fields.  One man caught my attention. With his 
machete in hand, he received his beans and rice, and gave me a warm smile as I took 
his picture. We truly had brought help and relief to him and his family on this day. 

At Joineau, the families were called in by name to the church to receive their food. 
Junior’s uncle, who is an officer in the Haitian Coast Guard, came with two of his 
enlisted men to help us organize the throngs of people.  Everyone was orderly, and it 

was good to have these men along. Smiles and words of thanks were plentiful as family members stepped 
up to receive their beans and rice.   

By the end of the day, we had given food to 500 families.  Since the earthquake, we have been able to pro-
vide 32,000 pounds of food for 1800 families, representing thousands of men, women, boys and girls. We 
appreciate your faithful prayers and support, and ask that you continue to keep Haiti in your thoughts and 
prayers. Lord willing, we will return soon to continue giving food and providing help as the Lord allows. 
There is still much to do, and we are committed to helping the churches, schools and communities re-
cover.” 

Our Haitian brothers and sisters have been a strong witness during this dreadful period in their history.  
They have let their light shine. 

Standing in the SONshine,  Terry 
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“He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap  

bountifully.”  (2 Corinthians 9:6  NKJV) 

Growth, both numerical and spiritual, is the topic of many conversations around Inwood these days.  Cer-
tainly growth is a vitally important dimension relative to our church heath, especially since we are transi-
tioning from one pastor to another.  We would be well advised to cultivate our enthusiasm for evangelism 
even as we move forward into new beginnings.  Maybe we should be thinking of evangelistic success, as it 
relates to church growth, in terms of a bountiful harvest.  Successful evangelism is based upon the basic 
biblical principle of sowing and reaping.   

Paul’s teachings about sowing and reaping are just as relevant to evangelism as they are to stewardship.  
He spoke about this biblical principle in 2 Corinthians 9. “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”  The point is that our harvest depends, in large part, 
upon our faithfulness to sow the seeds.  If we expect a bountiful harvest, then we must be intentional about 
sowing our seeds.  Not only are we to sow the seeds, but also we must be careful what kind of seeds we 
are sowing.  Paul speaks to this in Galatians 6:7 “whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.”  In simple 
truth, we can only reap a harvest from the seeds we have sowed. 

In the context of sowing seeds, we often think of evangelism as telling people the “Good News” that Jesus 
loves them and that He died for their sins.  Stop! There is more to it than simply that.  Successful evangel-
ism involves telling the “Bad New” as well.  The bad news is that our sins have offended the Most High 
God.  He intends to hold us accountable for those offenses and that we cannot begin to pay our sin debt.  
We owe a debt that we cannot pay. 

For example, in the Book of Acts, Chapters 2 and 3, Peter preaches two sermons where he tells the Jews 
that they are responsible for putting the Son of God to death.  Verse 37 of Chapter 2 says, “Now when they 
heard this, they were cut to the heart.”  Then Peter gives them the “Good News.” 

This is a truly important point.  Successful evangelism and the bountiful harvest depend upon us sowing, 
but also sowing the seeds of “Good News” and “Bad News.”  The “Good News” cannot be fully appreciated 
or understood outside of the context of the “Bad News.”  People cannot fully grasp the great love of Christ 
without first understanding that they have personally offended the Most High God.  To say it another way, 
we can’t fully appreciate being rescued until we grasp the reality that we are in need of rescue. 

Finally, and most importantly, we must remember that God is the most important part of this bringing in the 
harvest.  The truth is, without God, no seed that we sow will grow and eventually give forth fruit.  When you 
plant your garden, you prepare the soil, plant the seeds and water the plants.  You can do the very best 
that you can.  But without God those seeds will not sprout nor mature to bear fruit.  Those of us that plant 
and those of us that water will be empty handed at the end of the season unless God gives the increase. 

Let us join together to go forth to sow the seeds of evangelism.  God is waiting to bless us with a bountiful 
harvest. 

Sail into the SONshine, Terry 
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Pause To Ponder God's Word is written and distributed by Gerald Whetstone, Ordained Elder and teacher in the Church of the Nazarene. These 

devotionals may be transmitted, duplicated, used in part or in entirety without permission for nonprofit purposes only.  


