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“We are pressured in every way but not crushed; we are perplexed but not in despair.”
- 2 Corinthians 4:8 ( Holman CSB)

With fall fast approaching by now they are beginnin g to change outside (the
weather that is) and believe it or not it will be C hristmas in only two months. But
the Fall also means that most of our students (espe  cially my children) are pretty
well into the school routine and the endless homewo rk. The other day Rachel
came home with some math that she was having troubl e with (Algebra Il). After a
bit of frustration she came and sat in my lap and s aid, “Here daddy, you went to college
help me figure this out.”

I humbly had to explain to her that | didn't do wel | at all in Algebra and didn’t even at-
tempt Geometry. Eventually she figured out after a great deal of pondering. But have you
ever thought about what do we do when we have a que stion that we simply can’t an-
swer? When faced with a difficult decision to whom do we turn: a family member, a friend,

a counselor?

In the passage above Paul struggled with a great de al of questions and uncertainty about
his future and opportunities to continue to ministe r in Christ's name. Yet Paul knew that in
spite of all this -- he had the word of the Lordt o guide Him, the presence of the Lord to
sustain him, and the power of the Lord to work thro ugh him. This is why Paul said, “we are

not in despair” because he knew that no matter what — God would be there!

We have many opportunities as a church (Upcoming Fa Il Festival for example), being in-
volved in Sunday School, being involved in missions groups and outreaches in our church
and | hope you will take advantage of them. But we also have many challenges as a
church. We are at a critical point in the road wher e we must rely upon God's Word, pres-
ence and power. It's my prayer that you each will s tay at close to the Lord as you can and

continue to remain faithful in Him — for thereisa  lways victory in Jesus.

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Mark
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, |  ongsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-2 3 NKJV)

Our studies in Body Life have reminded me once again that the desire of God 's heart is for Chris-
tians to become like Jesus (Romans 8:29). Becoming like Him begins, of course, at the point

where a person accepts Jesus Christ as Savior, but the journey to spiritual maturity is a lifelong
process that requires intent and action.

In my case, the journey was actually started years ago, but it didn't
take much work assessing my current level of spirit  ual maturity to realize
that | won't run out of growth opportunities anytim e soon. | certainly
can identify with Paul's description of his situati ~ on in Philippians 3:12-14
when he says, "Not that | have already obtained all this, or have al-
ready been made perfect, but | press on to take hol d of that for which

Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, | do not ¢ onsider myself yet to
have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgett ing what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward t he goal to win the

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Chr ist Jesus." | know that | have not yet ar-
rived, but | am committed to the journey and I'm th ankful that God is gracious.

In the memory verses quoted at the beginning of thi s article, Paul, the Apostle, describes several
characteristics of spiritual maturity. Notice that he is not saying "fruits" (plural) of t  he Spirit. Paul is

saying the fruit (emphasis added) of the Spiritis “ love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” It s interesting to consider that Paul is describing  a spiri-
tual characteristic in terms of something physical, an object that can be touched, something that

can be held. Unlike the spiritual gifts (plural) g  iven selectively to Christians by the Holy Spirit (1 Co-
rinthians 12:7-11), spiritual fruit is given to all  Christians.

So, several observations might be in order. (1) No matter whether we are talking about spiritual
gifts or spiritual fruit, it is vitally importantt o remember where they come from. They are not man
made; spiritual gifts and spiritual fruit originate with the Holy Spirit. Man can never work hard
enough or can never be “good enough” to deserve the m. They require God power. (2) The Holy
Spirit bestows the gifts and fruit for a purpose. Our Heavenly Father gives us everything we need

in order to follow His plan and purpose for our lif ~ e. The PLANIis for us to use what He has provided
for His glory. (3) Paul refers to as the Fruit of the Spirit as characteristics that accurately descr ibe
our Lord. Christians are given spiritual gifts and  fruit so that we might be witnesses to the charac-

ter of God. The intangible becomes visible when we put it to action in our life.

We are partners with the Holy Spirit on the journey toward spiritual maturity. We are not expected
to become like Christ in our own strength, nor are we to sit back and let the Spirit do all the work.
We are expected to be His witnesses in all of the w  orld. Are you satisfied with the fruit that you
are bearing?

Remember to stay in the SONshine, Terry




'‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did itdoe of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:40 NKJV)

| find it difficult to believe that preparations ar e already underway for the team’s trip to Haiti nex t
year. Even though March 2010 is still six months a way, there is much to do in order to be ready
when the time comes. Mission To Haiti has announce d the dates they will be hosting mission
teams next year and they are asking us to pick one of those dates for our trip. | conducted an
unofficial poll of those people interested in makin g the trip and the majority wanted to return in
March again next year. So, it looks like our team’ s travel dates will be March 1-8, 2010.

We must begin choosing our mission projects for the trip soon. We already know one portion of

our efforts will be directed toward completing the church/school building at Gallette Chambon
and adding a kitchen for preparing meals for the sc hool children there. The team will be select-
ing projects in the near future.

One of the most challenging and time-consuming effo rts required to carry out a successful mis-
sion trip is planning and implementing fundraising projects that will support the financial needs of
the mission effort. Plans are underway to conduct a BBQ or Brunswick Stew fundraiser in October
or November of 2009. We will be doing another gosp el music fundraiser as well. Bob McAllister
has already designed a new Haiti 2010 Calendar and a set of beautiful Christmas cards to sell.
They are ready now.

Nine people have indicated an interest in being a p art of the March 2010 team so far. Several
more are praying about making the trip. What about you? Are you interested in taking a step of
faith to minister in another culture? You can be a ssured this will be a rewarding experience and,
at the same time, it will offer hope to the beautif ul people of Haiti. This will be my sixth trip and
each visit has provided me with a unique blessing i n my life. Pray about this opportunity and let

me know of your interest.
SEEDS Ministry:.

A new project is underway at Gallette Chambon to gr ow food. The pastor and a colleague are
joining hands to start a farming project that will simultaneously, feed people, provide work, and
generate income for church members. The people of Gallette Chambon will provide the labor

(All of this is manual labor.), but they need our h elp with purchasing seeds for planting. Since | am
not a farmer, please send me your ideas for purchas ing all kinds of seeds in bulk.

We are particularly interested in ~ Moringa seeds. This fast growing tree might ultimately be a life-
saver for the people Haiti. It is acclaimed to be a “miracle” tree because of the nutritional, me-
dicinal and economic benefits that it provides. Vi rtually every part of the tree can be used. Mor-
inga trees could be used in Haiti to combat malnutr ition. Gallette Chambon would be a perfect
place to begin this experience. If you have though ts or ideas that might help us with this project,

please pass them along.
You may email your ideas and suggestions to me at H aitimission@inwoodbaptist.com . | can as-
sure you that the people of Haiti appreciate your a ssistance.

Please continue to pray for our brothers and sister s in Haiti Remember, to stand in the SONshine,
Terry




M a n vy
thanks to
Jim Hardee
in leading
the Baptist
Men during
this past
year. I
would like to thank our group
for electing me to serve this
year. | look forward to work-
ing with each of you and
growing together as we con-
tinue to accept the opportu-
nities that God will place be-
fore us. My hope and prayer
will be to join in where God is
working. As we have in the
past, we will work with our
church families, our commu-

nity, our state, our nation, and
our world. We have and will
continue to be a mission
minded body of believers in-
tending on making a differ-
ence only with God’s direc-
tion.

Inwood Baptist Men will be
meeting quarterly this coming
year with our next scheduled
meeting on January 7th. We
will be preparing for Baptist
Men’s Day, January 31 st This
day will present many oppor-
tunities to serve God , singing,
testifying , and or delivering a
powerful message that God
has placed on your heart. |
do expect to call a meeting
in the near future to respond

Hebrews 10 : 24-25

“ And let us consider how we may spur one another o

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are

deeds. “

us encourage one another—and all the more as you se

to certain needs that will arise
out of disasters or general
handyman work . You will be
given notice through our
regular Sunday bulletins.

| want to encourage each of
you to be involved with your
Baptist Men group. In the past
I have enjoyed the fun, food,
and fellowship with my Broth-
ers and Sisters in Christ. It will
be a challenge to keep up
the standard that Jim has set,
but with God’s help anything
is possible. | accept the re-
sponsibility of leading the
Baptist Men with your help.

Michael Poole

n toward love and good

in the habit of doing, but let
e the Day approaching.”
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Hi Kids and Adults,

The Family Game Night in
September was enjoyed
by the many people who
attended. We are talking
about when to do it again.
There are some great
games out there and we
really enjoyed playing
them. If you missed it, be
looking for the next time
and date to come enjoy a
good Christian evening of

“Operation Christmas Child is a great way to brijgy and the Good News of
Jesus Christ to children in need of hope.”

Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope titdobn in desperate situations worldwide throudt gi
filled shoe boxes and the Good News of God’s loMere are some ways you can make a differenceein t

lives of those children:

Please pray that God will touch the heart of ewdijd who receives a shoe box gift and tha

fellowship with family and
friends with some fun
games.

The next big event we will
be having is the Fall Festi-
val. The Fall Festival will
have a biblical centered
theme. It will be on Octo-
ber 31 in the church's fel-
lowship hall and in the first
floor of the Education
Building as well as the hay-
ride outside. The time will

He will bring many children and families to faitt Christ.

A shoe box filled with small toys and other gifencopen hurting hearts to God’s

love. Instructional brochures will be available.

Please remember to give $7 or more per box to csivipping and other project costs.

Make a difference in the lives of children by vdiesring with Operation Christmas

Child! You can serve year-round on teams, pronggtie project through the local church and comm

nity. Or beginning in November, serve short-tetra &cal drop-off site or at one of six Processing
Centers around the country.

! R !

be 6 to 8:30 pm. We will be
having
crafts, maze, candy, Truck
Or Treat, cake walk, story
time as well as the hayride.
Plan on attending and

bringing your friends.

See you on Sunday morn-
ings at Sunday School.

JJ Wynne
Children's Council

games, snacks,

-Franklin Graham
President, Samaritan’s Purs
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| can hardly
believe
we're al-
ready enter-
ing the sec-
ond month
of our new
Church
Year! I'm happy to report that
on the last Sunday in August,
we had more than 100 in Sun-
day School! Praise the Lord,! |
am convinced that it was, in
large part, due to your efforts
to contact all Sunday School
Class members with a special
invitation. What does that tell
us? Sometimes all it takes it a
short phone call -- it's the per-
sonal touch! PLEASE CON-
TINUE YOUR OUTREACH EF-
FORTS! It really does pay off.

As an "FYI", David Wooten
and | will be visiting each Sun-
day School Class sometime
during this quarter in an effort
to familiarize ourselves with
"who's where." On September
20th, | had the pleasure of vis-
iting the Adult Men's Class
taught by Alan Eaton. | thor-
oughly enjoyed the class.
Alan is a wonderful teacher
and it is evident that this class
always gets a thorough dose

of the Scripture lesson. | must
tell you something else that |
was simply enthralled with in
his class -- and that is their
wall decor! You cannot look
at the teacher without seeing
him surrounded by posters of
encouragement, peace,
Scripture, and many other
tranquil reminders that we're
"safe in the arms of Jesus." If
you haven't been by this
class, you should stop by and
take a look. This is a close-knit
class that truly supports each
other.

David and | look forward to
continuing our visits to your
classes. You never know
when we might pop in, but it
is our desire not to disturb
your class. We may just slip in
and then quietly slip out after
awhile.

Thanks to all our teachers
who committed to this ex-
tremely important ministry. If
there is ever anything David
or I can do to assist you,
please don't ever hesitate to
let us know.

WORKDAY COMING! You are
beginning to see flyers and
announcements about the

" # 1$%

workday coming up prior to
Homecoming. There is much
to be done around the
church, and | would encour-
age all teachers to take a
fresh look at their classrooms.
Sometimes what may start to
look normal to us may look
sort of messy and junky to a
visitor. Some of our classes
are in tip top shape, but oth-
ers.....well......

Church-wide
Adult  Sun-
day School
Christmas
Party is on
the calendar
for Friday
night, December 4th. Please
try not to schedule other
events on that night so that
all of us can get together for
the fun, food and fellowship.
The meal will be catered by
The Forks Restaurant in Wake
Forest. Information regarding
the cost will be forthcoming.
(This is also putting our fine
Decorating Committee on
notice! - Let me know how
we can help.)

Until next time,

Carol Hardee
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4th Brenda Eaton
7th Mary Jo Haught
11th Shauna Merritt
18th Janet Alford
22nd Frankie Sorrell
23rd Chad Simon
24th Barbara Johnson

Erin Oliphant

25th Emerson Bailey
Polly Champion

1st

12th

23rd

26th
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o Birthdays &
" Anniversaries
This Month!
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Earl & Sue Price

Steve & Sandra Reutzel

Ronnie & Deborah Upchurch

Danny & Janet Alford



